Augmentation of the alveolar ridges with hydroxylapatite in a Vicryl tube.
The technique discussed describes the use of a Vicryl tube for maintaining hydroxylapatite (HA) granules in their correct position when augmenting the atrophic maxillary or mandibular alveolar ridge. The method involves simultaneous submucous vestibuloplasty in both the maxilla and the mandible and is also combined with lowering of the floor of the mouth. 118 patients (73 women and 45 men) were treated by this method. The results of augmentation in 64 maxillary and 54 mandibular cases are presented.